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[School] Students Say “Keep the Drug War Off Campus”

Administration Urged to Handle Drug Offenses Internally

CITY, ST – Students at [school] overwhelmingly voted to ask the administration to handle campus drug policy violations internally instead of inviting outside law enforcement agencies to arrest students.   [School] Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) campaigned for the measure and will now lobby [decision-maker] to implement the will of the student body.

“Students who are arrested for drug offenses have to go to court, where they are put at risk of being jailed, heavily fined, or having their financial aid stripped from them, and often receive a criminal record that stays with them for life.” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP.  “Subsequently, students are less likely to do well in school, less likely to graduate, and less likely to become successful alumni after being caught up in the criminal justice system.  The university should know better than to subject our students to punishments that do more harm than good.”

Many [school] faculty members agree.  “Students who have to go to court hearings often have to miss important classes and study time,” said [supportive professor].  “In contrast, students who encounter the campus judicial system are dealt with by professionals who best understand students’ unique needs and can help them stay engaged in the educational process.”
[percent]% of students voting in today’s student government elections approved the measure, which called on the university to “[short excerpt from the initiative language].”  The question was placed on the ballot [by the student government/after SSDP collected X signatures].

For the full text of the ballot question and for more information visit [campaign website]

Students for Sensible Drug Policy is an international grassroots network of students who are concerned about the impact drug abuse has on our communities, but who also know that the War on Drugs is failing our generation and our society. SSDP mobilizes and empowers young people to participate in the political process, pushing for sensible policies to achieve a safer and more just future, while fighting back against counterproductive Drug War policies, particularly those that directly harm students and youth.
#       #       #

(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)

