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[School] Students Call for Fair Judicial Process on Campus

Current Disciplinary System Leaves Accused With Little Rights

CITY, ST – Students at [school] overwhelmingly voted to condemn the campus disciplinary system, calling it “[short quote from initiative language].”  [School] Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) campaigned for the measure out of concern that the school’s judicial process fails to provide many of the protections that criminal defendants enjoy in courts of law.  The group will now lobby [decision-maker] to implement the will of the student body and grant basic legal protections to students accused of breaking campus policies.

“The student disciplinary system at [school] is a kangaroo court,” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP.  “Accused students can’t even have lawyers present to defend themselves, and the administration carries out the entire disciplinary process behind closed doors so the campus community has no way to know if students are being treated fairly.”

Many [school] faculty members agree.  “Even people accused of committing serious crimes must be proved guilty ‘beyond a reasonable doubt’ in a court of law,” said [supportive professor].  “But all the administration has to do to punish students on campus is show they are ‘more likely than not’ to have broken a rule.  Why are accused rapists and murderers given more protections in courts than students accused of possessing a small amount of marijuana on campus?”

[percent]% of students voting in today’s student government elections approved the measure, which called on the university to “[short excerpt from the initiative language].”  The question was placed on the ballot [by the student government/after SSDP collected X signatures].

For the full text of the ballot question and for more information visit [campaign website]

Students for Sensible Drug Policy is an international grassroots network of students who are concerned about the impact drug abuse has on our communities, but who also know that the War on Drugs is failing our generation and our society. SSDP mobilizes and empowers young people to participate in the political process, pushing for sensible policies to achieve a safer and more just future, while fighting back against counterproductive Drug War policies, particularly those that directly harm students and youth.
#       #       #

(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)

